
AFRICA
Home US & Canada Latin America UK Asia Australia Europe Mid-East Business Health Sci/Environment Tech Entertainment Video

ADVERTISEMENT

$1048* & up -- New

Zealand Fares from West

Coast, R/T w/Tax

$335 -- Colombia: 4-Star

Bogota Hotel using

MasterCard

$170-$199 -- NYC: 4-Star

Downtown Tribeca Hotel,

40% Off

Today's Travel Deals by 11/9/14

*Some taxes, fees additional

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

ADS BY GOOGLE

Google Apps for Work
Get Email at Your Domain, Calendar, Docs & More.
Free 30 Day Trial.
www.google.com/apps/work

Hey, Sandra Bullock Lied
Her Fans Are In Shock. Her Huge Secret Is Finally
Exposed!
lifecoolbeauty.com/sandra-secret

This Will Burn You Up
New currency law went into effect July 1st, 2014.
Devastating.
www.endofamerica.com

Top stories
Balloons mark fall of
Berlin Wall

Obama signals 'new phase' against IS

Ukraine 'build-up' raises tension

Catalonia vote 'backs independence'

Kuwait 'has Comoros plan for Bidun'  NEW

Features & Analysis

The family that saved 3,000 lives
in 60 days

International rescue

The students who feel they have
the right to cheat

Degrees of corruption

Ferguson nervously awaits
decision on prosecution of Michael
Brown killer

Bated breath

How the MH17 air disaster
touched a whole nation

Dutch remembrance day

Most Popular

Ukraine 'build-up' raises tension

Australia 'giving up' on renewables

Balloons mark fall of Berlin Wall

The students who feel they have the right to
cheat

The family that saved 3,000 lives

Obama signals 'new phase' against IS

Catalonia vote 'backs independence'

Have the Danes cracked childhood obesity?

Joy as N Korea US prisoners return

Kuwait 'has Comoros plan for Bidun'

Elsewhere on the BBC

Where in the world?
Think you’re a geography expert? Test your knowledge
with BBC Travel’s Geoguessr

Programmes

The Travel Show
Inside London’s bike hire HQ with the man responsible
for 10,000 bicycles

Connect with BBC News

Sign up

Start your day with the 
BBC’s daily newsletter

From Around the Web

The 'invisible hand' has an iron grip on
America

Fortune

Dubai Is Not Vegas - Don't Do These Things

Destination Tips

I’m a Telemarketer; Here’s How To Get Rid
of Me.

Reader's Digest

X-47B heads to sea on carrier duty
(pictures)

CNET

WWII Pilot Found Buried in His Fighter
Plane

Newser

Promoted content by Outbrain

Services

Mobile Connected TV News feeds Alerts E-mail news

About BBC News

Editors' blog
BBC College of Journalism
News sources
Media Action
Editorial Guidelines

Mobile site Terms of Use About the BBC

Advertise With Us Privacy Accessibility Help

Ad Choices Cookies Contact the BBC

Parental GuidanceBBC © 2014 The BBC is not responsible for the content

of external sites. Read more.

Africa

31 October 2014 Last updated at 22:14 ET

More Africa stories

More videos from the BBC

Recommended by Outbrain

Elsewhere on BBC
BBC NEWS - NEWS

Gardener 'died after handling
plant'

BBC NEWS - NEWS

High stakes in the Mile High State

BBC NEWS - NEWS

Lorry carrying 200 pigs overturns

BBC TRAVEL

Inside the haunted prison of The
Shawshank Redemption

BBC AUTOS

Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat burns
souls – and tires

BBC CAPITAL

Signs your job is a bad fit

Recommended by Outbrain

Burkina Faso's President Blaise Compaore has announced his

resignation following violent protests over his attempt to extend

his 27-year rule.

Mr Compaore issued a statement saying the presidency was now vacant

and urging elections within 90 days.

Army chief Gen Honore Traore said he had taken over, but it was not

clear if he had the backing of all the military.

Crowds danced and cheered in the capital, Ouagadougou, after Mr

Compaore's resignation was broadcast.

On Thursday, protesters angry at his attempt to amend the constitution

set fire to parliament and government buildings.

At the scene: BBC's Yacouba Ouedraogo, Ouagadougou

There was a euphoric atmosphere in the Place de la Nation as the

thousands of protesters heard that Blaise Compaore was no longer their

president.

But the crowds have no intention of going home, as they are unhappy

that Gen Honore Traore has been appointed as transitional head.

He is seen as too close to the ousted president - he was Blaise

Compaore's aide de camp - and for these demonstrators that is not

enough of a rupture with the past.

"This is not a coup - this is a popular uprising," one man in the crowd

said.

How Blaise Compaore sparked his own downfall

'Social peace'

Mr Compaore had earlier vowed to remain in power until a transitional

government completed its work in 2015, although he had agreed not to

seek another term.

However, the opposition continued to demand that he resign - a key

leader, Zephirin Diabre, urged protesters to occupy public spaces.

After the resignation, Mr Diabre told the BBC's Focus on Africa radio

programme that he was relieved by the resignation and called on

opposition groups to "work on the transition to take care of our country".

It could be a year before elections are held, he said, "because you need

to revive the constitution, maybe draw up a new constitution. That would

take at least 12 months".

Mr Compaore's statement, which he read on television, said: "In order to

preserve the democratic gains, as well as social peace, I declare a power

vacuum to allow the establishment of a transition leading to free and fair

elections within a maximum of 90 days."

He added: "For my part, I think I have fulfilled my duty."

His whereabouts now remain unclear.

However, media reports said a heavily armed convoy believed to be

carrying Mr Compaore was travelling towards the southern town of Po,

near the border with Ghana.

One protester, Sam, told the BBC: "Blaise Compaore has gone away,

he's running away and we are happy. The words are not coming so easy

because I'm very happy, my children are going to know another

president."

Under Article 43 of the constitution, the president of the senate should

take over after the president resigns, and elections should take place

between 60 and 90 days afterwards.

However, the military announced a state of emergency and the

dissolution of both houses of parliament on Thursday - effectively leaving

a power vacuum.

Army split?

In his statement, military chief Gen Traore said: "In line with constitutional

measures, and given the power vacuum... I will assume as of today my

responsibilities as head of state."

But army spokesman Lt Col Isaac Zida later told reporters the constitution

had been suspended.

"The civilian and armed forces have decided to take the destiny of the

nation in hand," he said.

The "length and makeup of the transitional body [responsible for

organising elections] will be decided later," he added.

It was unclear whether Lt Col Zida was speaking on behalf of Gen Traore,

or as a rival.

The BBC's Yacouba Ouedraogo, in Ouagadougou, says there may be a

split in the army, with Lt Col Zida saying he will lead the transition, not

Gen Traore.

BBC's James Copnall on Blaise Compaore's career

Blaise Compaore was a young army officer when he seized power in

1987. A taciturn man, he became known as Beau Blaise - good-looking

Blaise. The nickname did not necessarily suggest he was popular. Many

blamed him for the death of his predecessor, the charismatic

revolutionary Thomas Sankara, who was killed by soldiers in mysterious

circumstances.

Controversy would be a perpetual feature of Beau Blaise's time in power.

The president was accused of stoking rebellions around West Africa. Yet

over time Mr Compaore oversaw a transformation of his image,

internationally at least. This inflammatory figure became a man relied

upon to put out fires around the region.

Mr Compaore won a series of elections, though the opposition always

complained the odds were stacked dramatically in his favour. He largely

followed the economic orthodoxy prescribed by international financial

institutions. But Burkina Faso did not escape the poverty trap. It remains

one of the least developed countries in the world.

Are you in Burkina Faso? Send us your eyewitness accounts and

views by emailing haveyoursay@bbc.co.uk

Send your pictures and videos to yourpics@bbc.co.uk or text them to

61124 (UK) or +44 7624 800 100 (international). Or you can upload

here.

Read the terms and conditions.
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Burkina Faso's President Blaise Compaore has announced his

resignation following violent protests over his attempt to extend

his 27-year rule.

Mr Compaore issued a statement saying the presidency was now vacant

and urging elections within 90 days.

Army chief Gen Honore Traore said he had taken over, but it was not

clear if he had the backing of all the military.

Crowds danced and cheered in the capital, Ouagadougou, after Mr

Compaore's resignation was broadcast.

On Thursday, protesters angry at his attempt to amend the constitution

set fire to parliament and government buildings.

At the scene: BBC's Yacouba Ouedraogo, Ouagadougou

There was a euphoric atmosphere in the Place de la Nation as the

thousands of protesters heard that Blaise Compaore was no longer their

president.

But the crowds have no intention of going home, as they are unhappy

that Gen Honore Traore has been appointed as transitional head.

He is seen as too close to the ousted president - he was Blaise

Compaore's aide de camp - and for these demonstrators that is not

enough of a rupture with the past.

"This is not a coup - this is a popular uprising," one man in the crowd

said.

How Blaise Compaore sparked his own downfall

'Social peace'

Mr Compaore had earlier vowed to remain in power until a transitional

government completed its work in 2015, although he had agreed not to

seek another term.

However, the opposition continued to demand that he resign - a key

leader, Zephirin Diabre, urged protesters to occupy public spaces.

After the resignation, Mr Diabre told the BBC's Focus on Africa radio

programme that he was relieved by the resignation and called on

opposition groups to "work on the transition to take care of our country".

It could be a year before elections are held, he said, "because you need

to revive the constitution, maybe draw up a new constitution. That would

take at least 12 months".

Mr Compaore's statement, which he read on television, said: "In order to

preserve the democratic gains, as well as social peace, I declare a power

vacuum to allow the establishment of a transition leading to free and fair

elections within a maximum of 90 days."

He added: "For my part, I think I have fulfilled my duty."

His whereabouts now remain unclear.

However, media reports said a heavily armed convoy believed to be

carrying Mr Compaore was travelling towards the southern town of Po,

near the border with Ghana.

One protester, Sam, told the BBC: "Blaise Compaore has gone away,

he's running away and we are happy. The words are not coming so easy

because I'm very happy, my children are going to know another

president."

Under Article 43 of the constitution, the president of the senate should

take over after the president resigns, and elections should take place

between 60 and 90 days afterwards.

However, the military announced a state of emergency and the

dissolution of both houses of parliament on Thursday - effectively leaving

a power vacuum.

Army split?

In his statement, military chief Gen Traore said: "In line with constitutional

measures, and given the power vacuum... I will assume as of today my

responsibilities as head of state."

But army spokesman Lt Col Isaac Zida later told reporters the constitution

had been suspended.

"The civilian and armed forces have decided to take the destiny of the

nation in hand," he said.

The "length and makeup of the transitional body [responsible for

organising elections] will be decided later," he added.

It was unclear whether Lt Col Zida was speaking on behalf of Gen Traore,

or as a rival.

The BBC's Yacouba Ouedraogo, in Ouagadougou, says there may be a

split in the army, with Lt Col Zida saying he will lead the transition, not

Gen Traore.

BBC's James Copnall on Blaise Compaore's career

Blaise Compaore was a young army officer when he seized power in

1987. A taciturn man, he became known as Beau Blaise - good-looking

Blaise. The nickname did not necessarily suggest he was popular. Many

blamed him for the death of his predecessor, the charismatic

revolutionary Thomas Sankara, who was killed by soldiers in mysterious

circumstances.

Controversy would be a perpetual feature of Beau Blaise's time in power.

The president was accused of stoking rebellions around West Africa. Yet

over time Mr Compaore oversaw a transformation of his image,

internationally at least. This inflammatory figure became a man relied

upon to put out fires around the region.

Mr Compaore won a series of elections, though the opposition always

complained the odds were stacked dramatically in his favour. He largely

followed the economic orthodoxy prescribed by international financial

institutions. But Burkina Faso did not escape the poverty trap. It remains

one of the least developed countries in the world.

Are you in Burkina Faso? Send us your eyewitness accounts and

views by emailing haveyoursay@bbc.co.uk

Send your pictures and videos to yourpics@bbc.co.uk or text them to

61124 (UK) or +44 7624 800 100 (international). Or you can upload

here.

Read the terms and conditions.
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Gen Honore Traore: "I will assume the responsibility of head of state"
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Burkina Faso's President Blaise Compaore has announced his

resignation following violent protests over his attempt to extend

his 27-year rule.

Mr Compaore issued a statement saying the presidency was now vacant

and urging elections within 90 days.

Army chief Gen Honore Traore said he had taken over, but it was not

clear if he had the backing of all the military.

Crowds danced and cheered in the capital, Ouagadougou, after Mr

Compaore's resignation was broadcast.

On Thursday, protesters angry at his attempt to amend the constitution

set fire to parliament and government buildings.

At the scene: BBC's Yacouba Ouedraogo, Ouagadougou

There was a euphoric atmosphere in the Place de la Nation as the

thousands of protesters heard that Blaise Compaore was no longer their

president.

But the crowds have no intention of going home, as they are unhappy

that Gen Honore Traore has been appointed as transitional head.

He is seen as too close to the ousted president - he was Blaise

Compaore's aide de camp - and for these demonstrators that is not

enough of a rupture with the past.

"This is not a coup - this is a popular uprising," one man in the crowd

said.

How Blaise Compaore sparked his own downfall

'Social peace'

Mr Compaore had earlier vowed to remain in power until a transitional

government completed its work in 2015, although he had agreed not to

seek another term.

However, the opposition continued to demand that he resign - a key

leader, Zephirin Diabre, urged protesters to occupy public spaces.

After the resignation, Mr Diabre told the BBC's Focus on Africa radio

programme that he was relieved by the resignation and called on

opposition groups to "work on the transition to take care of our country".

It could be a year before elections are held, he said, "because you need

to revive the constitution, maybe draw up a new constitution. That would

take at least 12 months".

Mr Compaore's statement, which he read on television, said: "In order to

preserve the democratic gains, as well as social peace, I declare a power

vacuum to allow the establishment of a transition leading to free and fair

elections within a maximum of 90 days."

He added: "For my part, I think I have fulfilled my duty."

His whereabouts now remain unclear.

However, media reports said a heavily armed convoy believed to be

carrying Mr Compaore was travelling towards the southern town of Po,

near the border with Ghana.

One protester, Sam, told the BBC: "Blaise Compaore has gone away,

he's running away and we are happy. The words are not coming so easy

because I'm very happy, my children are going to know another

president."

Under Article 43 of the constitution, the president of the senate should

take over after the president resigns, and elections should take place

between 60 and 90 days afterwards.

However, the military announced a state of emergency and the

dissolution of both houses of parliament on Thursday - effectively leaving

a power vacuum.

Army split?

In his statement, military chief Gen Traore said: "In line with constitutional

measures, and given the power vacuum... I will assume as of today my

responsibilities as head of state."

But army spokesman Lt Col Isaac Zida later told reporters the constitution

had been suspended.

"The civilian and armed forces have decided to take the destiny of the

nation in hand," he said.

The "length and makeup of the transitional body [responsible for

organising elections] will be decided later," he added.

It was unclear whether Lt Col Zida was speaking on behalf of Gen Traore,

or as a rival.

The BBC's Yacouba Ouedraogo, in Ouagadougou, says there may be a

split in the army, with Lt Col Zida saying he will lead the transition, not

Gen Traore.

BBC's James Copnall on Blaise Compaore's career

Blaise Compaore was a young army officer when he seized power in

1987. A taciturn man, he became known as Beau Blaise - good-looking

Blaise. The nickname did not necessarily suggest he was popular. Many

blamed him for the death of his predecessor, the charismatic

revolutionary Thomas Sankara, who was killed by soldiers in mysterious

circumstances.

Controversy would be a perpetual feature of Beau Blaise's time in power.

The president was accused of stoking rebellions around West Africa. Yet

over time Mr Compaore oversaw a transformation of his image,

internationally at least. This inflammatory figure became a man relied

upon to put out fires around the region.

Mr Compaore won a series of elections, though the opposition always

complained the odds were stacked dramatically in his favour. He largely

followed the economic orthodoxy prescribed by international financial

institutions. But Burkina Faso did not escape the poverty trap. It remains

one of the least developed countries in the world.

Are you in Burkina Faso? Send us your eyewitness accounts and

views by emailing haveyoursay@bbc.co.uk

Send your pictures and videos to yourpics@bbc.co.uk or text them to

61124 (UK) or +44 7624 800 100 (international). Or you can upload

here.

Read the terms and conditions.
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Burkina Faso's President Blaise Compaore has announced his

resignation following violent protests over his attempt to extend

his 27-year rule.

Mr Compaore issued a statement saying the presidency was now vacant

and urging elections within 90 days.

Army chief Gen Honore Traore said he had taken over, but it was not

clear if he had the backing of all the military.

Crowds danced and cheered in the capital, Ouagadougou, after Mr

Compaore's resignation was broadcast.

On Thursday, protesters angry at his attempt to amend the constitution

set fire to parliament and government buildings.

At the scene: BBC's Yacouba Ouedraogo, Ouagadougou

There was a euphoric atmosphere in the Place de la Nation as the

thousands of protesters heard that Blaise Compaore was no longer their

president.

But the crowds have no intention of going home, as they are unhappy

that Gen Honore Traore has been appointed as transitional head.

He is seen as too close to the ousted president - he was Blaise

Compaore's aide de camp - and for these demonstrators that is not

enough of a rupture with the past.

"This is not a coup - this is a popular uprising," one man in the crowd

said.

How Blaise Compaore sparked his own downfall

'Social peace'

Mr Compaore had earlier vowed to remain in power until a transitional

government completed its work in 2015, although he had agreed not to

seek another term.

However, the opposition continued to demand that he resign - a key

leader, Zephirin Diabre, urged protesters to occupy public spaces.

After the resignation, Mr Diabre told the BBC's Focus on Africa radio

programme that he was relieved by the resignation and called on

opposition groups to "work on the transition to take care of our country".

It could be a year before elections are held, he said, "because you need

to revive the constitution, maybe draw up a new constitution. That would

take at least 12 months".

Mr Compaore's statement, which he read on television, said: "In order to

preserve the democratic gains, as well as social peace, I declare a power

vacuum to allow the establishment of a transition leading to free and fair

elections within a maximum of 90 days."

He added: "For my part, I think I have fulfilled my duty."

His whereabouts now remain unclear.

However, media reports said a heavily armed convoy believed to be

carrying Mr Compaore was travelling towards the southern town of Po,

near the border with Ghana.

One protester, Sam, told the BBC: "Blaise Compaore has gone away,

he's running away and we are happy. The words are not coming so easy

because I'm very happy, my children are going to know another

president."

Under Article 43 of the constitution, the president of the senate should

take over after the president resigns, and elections should take place

between 60 and 90 days afterwards.

However, the military announced a state of emergency and the

dissolution of both houses of parliament on Thursday - effectively leaving

a power vacuum.

Army split?

In his statement, military chief Gen Traore said: "In line with constitutional

measures, and given the power vacuum... I will assume as of today my

responsibilities as head of state."

But army spokesman Lt Col Isaac Zida later told reporters the constitution

had been suspended.

"The civilian and armed forces have decided to take the destiny of the

nation in hand," he said.

The "length and makeup of the transitional body [responsible for

organising elections] will be decided later," he added.

It was unclear whether Lt Col Zida was speaking on behalf of Gen Traore,

or as a rival.

The BBC's Yacouba Ouedraogo, in Ouagadougou, says there may be a

split in the army, with Lt Col Zida saying he will lead the transition, not

Gen Traore.

BBC's James Copnall on Blaise Compaore's career

Blaise Compaore was a young army officer when he seized power in

1987. A taciturn man, he became known as Beau Blaise - good-looking

Blaise. The nickname did not necessarily suggest he was popular. Many

blamed him for the death of his predecessor, the charismatic

revolutionary Thomas Sankara, who was killed by soldiers in mysterious

circumstances.

Controversy would be a perpetual feature of Beau Blaise's time in power.

The president was accused of stoking rebellions around West Africa. Yet

over time Mr Compaore oversaw a transformation of his image,

internationally at least. This inflammatory figure became a man relied

upon to put out fires around the region.

Mr Compaore won a series of elections, though the opposition always

complained the odds were stacked dramatically in his favour. He largely

followed the economic orthodoxy prescribed by international financial

institutions. But Burkina Faso did not escape the poverty trap. It remains

one of the least developed countries in the world.

Are you in Burkina Faso? Send us your eyewitness accounts and

views by emailing haveyoursay@bbc.co.uk

Send your pictures and videos to yourpics@bbc.co.uk or text them to

61124 (UK) or +44 7624 800 100 (international). Or you can upload

here.

Read the terms and conditions.
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Burkina Faso's President Blaise Compaore has announced his

resignation following violent protests over his attempt to extend

his 27-year rule.

Mr Compaore issued a statement saying the presidency was now vacant

and urging elections within 90 days.

Army chief Gen Honore Traore said he had taken over, but it was not

clear if he had the backing of all the military.

Crowds danced and cheered in the capital, Ouagadougou, after Mr

Compaore's resignation was broadcast.

On Thursday, protesters angry at his attempt to amend the constitution

set fire to parliament and government buildings.

At the scene: BBC's Yacouba Ouedraogo, Ouagadougou

There was a euphoric atmosphere in the Place de la Nation as the

thousands of protesters heard that Blaise Compaore was no longer their

president.

But the crowds have no intention of going home, as they are unhappy

that Gen Honore Traore has been appointed as transitional head.

He is seen as too close to the ousted president - he was Blaise

Compaore's aide de camp - and for these demonstrators that is not

enough of a rupture with the past.

"This is not a coup - this is a popular uprising," one man in the crowd

said.

How Blaise Compaore sparked his own downfall

'Social peace'

Mr Compaore had earlier vowed to remain in power until a transitional

government completed its work in 2015, although he had agreed not to

seek another term.

However, the opposition continued to demand that he resign - a key

leader, Zephirin Diabre, urged protesters to occupy public spaces.

After the resignation, Mr Diabre told the BBC's Focus on Africa radio

programme that he was relieved by the resignation and called on

opposition groups to "work on the transition to take care of our country".

It could be a year before elections are held, he said, "because you need

to revive the constitution, maybe draw up a new constitution. That would

take at least 12 months".

Mr Compaore's statement, which he read on television, said: "In order to

preserve the democratic gains, as well as social peace, I declare a power

vacuum to allow the establishment of a transition leading to free and fair

elections within a maximum of 90 days."

He added: "For my part, I think I have fulfilled my duty."

His whereabouts now remain unclear.

However, media reports said a heavily armed convoy believed to be

carrying Mr Compaore was travelling towards the southern town of Po,

near the border with Ghana.

One protester, Sam, told the BBC: "Blaise Compaore has gone away,

he's running away and we are happy. The words are not coming so easy

because I'm very happy, my children are going to know another

president."

Under Article 43 of the constitution, the president of the senate should

take over after the president resigns, and elections should take place

between 60 and 90 days afterwards.

However, the military announced a state of emergency and the

dissolution of both houses of parliament on Thursday - effectively leaving

a power vacuum.

Army split?

In his statement, military chief Gen Traore said: "In line with constitutional

measures, and given the power vacuum... I will assume as of today my

responsibilities as head of state."

But army spokesman Lt Col Isaac Zida later told reporters the constitution

had been suspended.

"The civilian and armed forces have decided to take the destiny of the

nation in hand," he said.

The "length and makeup of the transitional body [responsible for

organising elections] will be decided later," he added.

It was unclear whether Lt Col Zida was speaking on behalf of Gen Traore,

or as a rival.

The BBC's Yacouba Ouedraogo, in Ouagadougou, says there may be a

split in the army, with Lt Col Zida saying he will lead the transition, not

Gen Traore.

BBC's James Copnall on Blaise Compaore's career

Blaise Compaore was a young army officer when he seized power in

1987. A taciturn man, he became known as Beau Blaise - good-looking

Blaise. The nickname did not necessarily suggest he was popular. Many

blamed him for the death of his predecessor, the charismatic

revolutionary Thomas Sankara, who was killed by soldiers in mysterious

circumstances.

Controversy would be a perpetual feature of Beau Blaise's time in power.

The president was accused of stoking rebellions around West Africa. Yet

over time Mr Compaore oversaw a transformation of his image,

internationally at least. This inflammatory figure became a man relied

upon to put out fires around the region.

Mr Compaore won a series of elections, though the opposition always

complained the odds were stacked dramatically in his favour. He largely

followed the economic orthodoxy prescribed by international financial

institutions. But Burkina Faso did not escape the poverty trap. It remains

one of the least developed countries in the world.

Are you in Burkina Faso? Send us your eyewitness accounts and

views by emailing haveyoursay@bbc.co.uk

Send your pictures and videos to yourpics@bbc.co.uk or text them to

61124 (UK) or +44 7624 800 100 (international). Or you can upload

here.

Read the terms and conditions.

Burkina Faso general takes over as
Compaore resigns

Gen Honore Traore: "I will assume the responsibility of head of state"

Related Stories

As it happened:
Burkina Faso unrest

In pictures: Burkina
Faso protests

People celebrate after the news of the resignation was announced in Ouagadougou

People were seen looting a house in Ouagadougou that belongs to the brother of ex-leader Blaise Compaore

President Compaore had earlier urged talks with all parties

BBC News looks back at Blaise Compaore's three decades of power

More on This Story

Related Stories

From other news sites

As it happened: Burkina Faso unrest 31 OCTOBER 2014, AFRICA

In pictures: Burkina Faso protests 30 OCTOBER 2014, IN PICTURES

Reuters UK
UPDATE 4-Burkina Faso army
backs presidential guard officer to
lead transition
1 hr ago

Mail Online UK
Burkina Faso army backs
presidential guard officer to lead
transition
2 hrs ago

Telegraph
Military rivals vie for power in
leaderless Burkina Faso
6 hrs ago

Daily Nation
Burkina power struggle as army
group 'take country in hand'
10 hrs ago

Haveeru Daily Online
Burkina power struggle as army
take over
11 hrs ago

About these results

The 'poorest'
president's $1m VW

Breastfeeding photo
deleted by Facebook

'The government is
dissolved'

Mixed views on
Zambian interim
leader

How to spot the signs
of a stroke?

Paid mourners banned
in Kenya

Top African business leaders establish an
emergency fund to help countries hit by the Ebola
outbreak.

African Ebola crisis fund is set up

Kuwait 'has Comoros plan for
Bidun'

Morocco misses Nations Cup
deadline

Share

Download Flash Player now

You need to install Flash Player to
play this content.

Download Flash Player now

You need to install Flash Player to
play this content.

Download Flash Player now

You need to install Flash Player to
play this content.

Share this page

Share

News Sport Weather Earth Future Shop TV Radio More… Search

Shared Read Video/Audio

Generated with www.html-to-pdf.net Page 5 / 6

http://c.moreover.com/click/here.pl?z13599274764&z=1650249688
http://c.moreover.com/click/here.pl?z13599026491&z=1650249688
http://c.moreover.com/click/here.pl?z13598036070&z=1650249688
http://c.moreover.com/click/here.pl?z13596984515&z=1650249688
http://c.moreover.com/click/here.pl?z13596729277&z=1650249688
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10621663
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-29947855
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-29831637
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-29844623
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-29826790
http://www.bbc.com/news/health-29814157
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-29942629
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-hampshire-29949698
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-29895836
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-york-north-yorkshire-29934975
http://www.bbc.com/travel/feature/20141028-inside-the-haunted-prison-of-the-shawshank-redemption
http://www.bbc.com/autos/story/20141029-the-dodge-from-hell
http://www.bbc.com/capital/story/20141030-signs-your-job-is-a-bad-fit
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-29851445?print=true
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/africa/
http://feeds.bbci.co.uk/news/world/africa/rss.xml
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-29967124
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-29982964
http://www.bbc.com/sport/0/football/29974194
http://www.bbc.com/news/10628994
http://www.bbc.com/news/help-17655000
http://www.bbc.com/news/10628494
http://www.bbc.com/news/10628323
http://www.bbc.com/news/help/16617948
http://www.bbc.com/news/19888761
http://www.bbc.com/news/blogs/the_editors/
http://www.bbc.com/journalism/
http://www.bbc.com/news/10621655
http://www.bbc.com/mediaaction/
http://www.bbc.com/editorialguidelines/
http://www.bbc.com/news/mobile/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc/
http://advertising.bbcworldwide.com
http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/cookies/international/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/cookies/about
http://www.bbc.com/news/21323537
http://www.bbc.co.uk/guidance/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/help/web/links/


AFRICA
Home US & Canada Latin America UK Asia Australia Europe Mid-East Business Health Sci/Environment Tech Entertainment Video

ADVERTISEMENT

$1048* & up -- New

Zealand Fares from West

Coast, R/T w/Tax

$335 -- Colombia: 4-Star

Bogota Hotel using

MasterCard

$170-$199 -- NYC: 4-Star

Downtown Tribeca Hotel,

40% Off

Today's Travel Deals by 11/9/14

*Some taxes, fees additional

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

ADS BY GOOGLE

Google Apps for Work
Get Email at Your Domain, Calendar, Docs & More.
Free 30 Day Trial.
www.google.com/apps/work

Hey, Sandra Bullock Lied
Her Fans Are In Shock. Her Huge Secret Is Finally
Exposed!
lifecoolbeauty.com/sandra-secret

This Will Burn You Up
New currency law went into effect July 1st, 2014.
Devastating.
www.endofamerica.com

Top stories
Balloons mark fall of
Berlin Wall

Obama signals 'new phase' against IS

Ukraine 'build-up' raises tension

Catalonia vote 'backs independence'

Kuwait 'has Comoros plan for Bidun'  NEW

Features & Analysis

The family that saved 3,000 lives
in 60 days

International rescue

The students who feel they have
the right to cheat

Degrees of corruption

Ferguson nervously awaits
decision on prosecution of Michael
Brown killer

Bated breath

How the MH17 air disaster
touched a whole nation

Dutch remembrance day

Most Popular

Ukraine 'build-up' raises tension

Australia 'giving up' on renewables

Balloons mark fall of Berlin Wall

The students who feel they have the right to
cheat

The family that saved 3,000 lives

Obama signals 'new phase' against IS

Catalonia vote 'backs independence'

Have the Danes cracked childhood obesity?

Joy as N Korea US prisoners return

Kuwait 'has Comoros plan for Bidun'

Elsewhere on the BBC

Where in the world?
Think you’re a geography expert? Test your knowledge
with BBC Travel’s Geoguessr

Programmes

The Travel Show
Inside London’s bike hire HQ with the man responsible
for 10,000 bicycles

Connect with BBC News

Sign up

Start your day with the 
BBC’s daily newsletter

From Around the Web

The 'invisible hand' has an iron grip on
America

Fortune

Dubai Is Not Vegas - Don't Do These Things

Destination Tips

I’m a Telemarketer; Here’s How To Get Rid
of Me.

Reader's Digest

X-47B heads to sea on carrier duty
(pictures)

CNET

WWII Pilot Found Buried in His Fighter
Plane

Newser

Promoted content by Outbrain

Services

Mobile Connected TV News feeds Alerts E-mail news

About BBC News

Editors' blog
BBC College of Journalism
News sources
Media Action
Editorial Guidelines

Mobile site Terms of Use About the BBC

Advertise With Us Privacy Accessibility Help

Ad Choices Cookies Contact the BBC

Parental GuidanceBBC © 2014 The BBC is not responsible for the content

of external sites. Read more.

Africa

31 October 2014 Last updated at 22:14 ET

More Africa stories

More videos from the BBC

Recommended by Outbrain

Elsewhere on BBC
BBC NEWS - NEWS

Gardener 'died after handling
plant'

BBC NEWS - NEWS

High stakes in the Mile High State

BBC NEWS - NEWS

Lorry carrying 200 pigs overturns

BBC TRAVEL

Inside the haunted prison of The
Shawshank Redemption

BBC AUTOS

Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat burns
souls – and tires

BBC CAPITAL

Signs your job is a bad fit

Recommended by Outbrain

Burkina Faso's President Blaise Compaore has announced his

resignation following violent protests over his attempt to extend

his 27-year rule.

Mr Compaore issued a statement saying the presidency was now vacant

and urging elections within 90 days.

Army chief Gen Honore Traore said he had taken over, but it was not

clear if he had the backing of all the military.

Crowds danced and cheered in the capital, Ouagadougou, after Mr

Compaore's resignation was broadcast.

On Thursday, protesters angry at his attempt to amend the constitution

set fire to parliament and government buildings.

At the scene: BBC's Yacouba Ouedraogo, Ouagadougou

There was a euphoric atmosphere in the Place de la Nation as the

thousands of protesters heard that Blaise Compaore was no longer their

president.

But the crowds have no intention of going home, as they are unhappy

that Gen Honore Traore has been appointed as transitional head.

He is seen as too close to the ousted president - he was Blaise

Compaore's aide de camp - and for these demonstrators that is not

enough of a rupture with the past.

"This is not a coup - this is a popular uprising," one man in the crowd

said.

How Blaise Compaore sparked his own downfall

'Social peace'

Mr Compaore had earlier vowed to remain in power until a transitional

government completed its work in 2015, although he had agreed not to

seek another term.

However, the opposition continued to demand that he resign - a key

leader, Zephirin Diabre, urged protesters to occupy public spaces.

After the resignation, Mr Diabre told the BBC's Focus on Africa radio

programme that he was relieved by the resignation and called on

opposition groups to "work on the transition to take care of our country".

It could be a year before elections are held, he said, "because you need

to revive the constitution, maybe draw up a new constitution. That would

take at least 12 months".

Mr Compaore's statement, which he read on television, said: "In order to

preserve the democratic gains, as well as social peace, I declare a power

vacuum to allow the establishment of a transition leading to free and fair

elections within a maximum of 90 days."

He added: "For my part, I think I have fulfilled my duty."

His whereabouts now remain unclear.

However, media reports said a heavily armed convoy believed to be

carrying Mr Compaore was travelling towards the southern town of Po,

near the border with Ghana.

One protester, Sam, told the BBC: "Blaise Compaore has gone away,

he's running away and we are happy. The words are not coming so easy

because I'm very happy, my children are going to know another

president."

Under Article 43 of the constitution, the president of the senate should

take over after the president resigns, and elections should take place

between 60 and 90 days afterwards.

However, the military announced a state of emergency and the

dissolution of both houses of parliament on Thursday - effectively leaving

a power vacuum.

Army split?

In his statement, military chief Gen Traore said: "In line with constitutional

measures, and given the power vacuum... I will assume as of today my

responsibilities as head of state."

But army spokesman Lt Col Isaac Zida later told reporters the constitution

had been suspended.

"The civilian and armed forces have decided to take the destiny of the

nation in hand," he said.

The "length and makeup of the transitional body [responsible for

organising elections] will be decided later," he added.

It was unclear whether Lt Col Zida was speaking on behalf of Gen Traore,

or as a rival.

The BBC's Yacouba Ouedraogo, in Ouagadougou, says there may be a

split in the army, with Lt Col Zida saying he will lead the transition, not

Gen Traore.

BBC's James Copnall on Blaise Compaore's career

Blaise Compaore was a young army officer when he seized power in

1987. A taciturn man, he became known as Beau Blaise - good-looking

Blaise. The nickname did not necessarily suggest he was popular. Many

blamed him for the death of his predecessor, the charismatic

revolutionary Thomas Sankara, who was killed by soldiers in mysterious

circumstances.

Controversy would be a perpetual feature of Beau Blaise's time in power.

The president was accused of stoking rebellions around West Africa. Yet

over time Mr Compaore oversaw a transformation of his image,

internationally at least. This inflammatory figure became a man relied

upon to put out fires around the region.

Mr Compaore won a series of elections, though the opposition always

complained the odds were stacked dramatically in his favour. He largely

followed the economic orthodoxy prescribed by international financial

institutions. But Burkina Faso did not escape the poverty trap. It remains

one of the least developed countries in the world.

Are you in Burkina Faso? Send us your eyewitness accounts and

views by emailing haveyoursay@bbc.co.uk

Send your pictures and videos to yourpics@bbc.co.uk or text them to

61124 (UK) or +44 7624 800 100 (international). Or you can upload

here.
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